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1974-1975
YEAR TO PULL THE COVERS OFF IMPERIALISM

PROGRAM OF STUDY AND STRUGGLE

Express an interest and hook up with the Committee of Correspondence for
the year to pull the covers off Imperialism, This will place your name

on the meiling list and facilitate the exchange of information, course
outlines, and general concerns, (The attached questionnaire is included
to malting hooking up more convenient, )

Develop a course (or orzanize a study group) based on the outlined model
course to begin in the Fall of 1974,

Begin to investigate and summarize the impact of imperialism and monopoly
capitalism on Elack people'in your local area; '

Link your study and investigation to the concrete day=~to-day struggle by
Jjoiningz the local African Liberation Support Committee and heloing to
develop its research and development committee; or check out other organi-
zations involved in concrete struggles against racism, imperialism, and
monopoly capitalisnm,

Send all course outlines, study group reading lists; and general summaries

of your work related to the above to the Committee of Correspondence for
Distribution,
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OPEN LETTER TO BLACK INTELLECTUALS

The first national conference of the African Liberation Support Committee--
WWHICH ROAD AGAINST RACISM AND IIMPERTIALISM FOR THE BLACK LIBERATION MOVEMENT"--is
clearly an historicelly significant occurrence, The conference is the first of
its kind and scope to put before everyone involved in the Black liberation move-
ment--activists, workers, students, and community representatives--clearly arti-
culated and completely developed alternative theoretical positions for the direc-
tion of our movement, The full significance of such a conference at this stage
in our history is swmed up in this statement from the conference call:

Black people are at a stage in struggle that requires us to regroup
and develop a newW approach, We are in a period of economic crisis, a
period of mass discontent and government instability, police repression,
and imprisonment of political activists, To counter this there is a
growing militancy in the ranks of workers, tenants, students, prisoners,
women, and many others, THERE IS A NEW STAGE IN OUR MOVEMENT COMING INTO
BEING,

The African Liberation Support Committee (ALSC) is important precisely because
it has correctly summed up the historical experiences of Elack people and has con=
sistently presented a program of action that has corresponded to the subjective
and objective aspirations of Black people, Hence, its program has been whole=
heartedly embraced and supported, Two stages have occurred in the development of
ALSC;

(L) The first stage was one in which the motive force was the expression of
solidarity with the heroic struggles of our brothers and sisters in Africa for
socialism and against imperialism, particularly in areas dorinated by racist Euro-
pean settler regimes, In 1972 and 1973, this led to more than 200,000 people
mobilizing in 50 cities and in several countries and more than $40,000 for the
armed liberation struggle in 1973,

(2) This concrete practice in support of our brothers and sisters in Africa
led to a deeper understanding that the imperialism which exploits and oppresses
Africa is rooted in the system of U,S, mononoly cavitalism which is responsible
for the class (economic) exploitation and racist oppression that we as Black peo-~
ple suffer here at home, As the historic ALSC Statement of Principles clearly
asserts:

Black people throughout the world are realizing that our freedom
will only be won through a protracted struggle against two forces--racism
and imperialism, The world imperialist system festers in Africa and Asis
and engulfs the Western Hemisphere as well, In the United States we know
it as monopoly capitalism, in Africa it is imperialism in its colonial or
neo=colonial form, Vherever it appears, its cornerstone is the white
ruling class of the United States of America,

This deepening conscilousness led to the consolidation of ALSC as an anti-racist,
anti-imperialist Flack United Front with the clear understanding that we can
destroy imperialism and free Africa by destroying U.S. monopoly capitalism and
freeing ourselves, Thus, the 1974 African Liberation lionth activities of ALSC
not -only includes suovort for the liberation struggles in Africa (concretely in
the form of a fund-raising goal of $75,000) but also focuses on three issues
which reflect the intensified efforts of monopoly capitalism and imperialism to
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impose new levels of exploitation on Black people as its crisis deepens: the oil
monopoly rip-offs during the so=called "“energy crisis", police repression and
political prisoners; and the immediate impeachment of the chief tool of U.S. mono=-
poly capitalism-=-iichard Hixon,

RACISH-INMPERTALTS HO8 NIXON MUST GOt ELACX PECFLE MUST BE FREZ!

Cur movement is thus at a high point of mass struggle around issuss of intzr-

national and national dimensions, all essential to the liberation of our people,
But we have knowm such high points of motion before in our long history of struggle,
If we can succeed in meintaining such a high level of mass struggle--and succeed
we must=-~then the future of the Black liberation movement is bright, ALSC has
recognized the historic crossroads we face and has correctly identified our most
critical need:

The Black liberation movement is in need of a coherent strategic

program for changse that will weld together the many separate forces into
a mighty EPlack fist that can beat the paper tiger of IMPERTALISH AND RACISH
to death,

Such is the call as it has been sounded, What is to be the response? Concretely,
what is the level of cormittment and the nrogram of action for those of us who are
at work in the academy--as teachers, as students, writers, researchers, journalists,
etc,? How are we as intellectuals to serve the people in the struggle for libera-
tion?

It is here that the essential link between the academy and the struggle-—-—-
between theory and ovractice---must be further strengthened and expanded, Black
intellectuals and scholars and Llack activists must struggle to consolidate this
link if the Black liberetion movement and the building of a new social order is to
be both militant and successful because it is based on clear theoretical formu-
lations rooted in scientific investigation, Intellectuals and scholars are charged
by the masses o0f people with a major responsibility in the research, production,
and dissemination of scientific knowledge-=knowledge that will prov1de a basis for
the correct theory and the correct strategj and tactics that will insure the suc-
cess of the Elack liberation movement, Thus, while the Elack working class must
of necessity lead the Zlack liberation struggle--because of its unwavering mili-
tancy and because it has the firmest grip of the levers of social change of any
sector of the [lack commumity--all progressive forces truly interested in the
liberetion of Elack peonle have a definite and important role to play, EHach and
everyone of us has an absolute mandate to get fully involved in the Black libera=-
tion struggle,

lMany revolutionary leaders have spoken of the role of intellectuals and
scholars in the struggle, Elack intellectuals have not historically--in a mili-
tant and consistent fashion--lived up to and fulfilled this role, Instead, as
Brother E, [ranklin FraVier has stated, "most Negro intellectuals simply repeat
the propaganda which is »nut out by peoole who have la rge econmic and political in-
terests to protect, They have failed to study the problems of Negro life in Ame-
rica in a manner which would ploce the fate of the Negro in the broad framework
of man's experieACh in this world,"

Comrade lMao Tse-tuns in a l9b1 report to a cadres® meetinv summed up a situa-
tion which existed then in China in a way that speaks to many of the problems facing
us: ",,,we have not done systematic and thorough work in collecting and studying
materials on (our conditions), and we are lacking in a climate of investigation and
study of objective reality, ...To be crude and careless, to indulge in verbiage,
to rest content with a suattering of knowledge--such is the extremelv bad style of
work that still exists among many comrades...” To correct these shorteomings Mao
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proposed, in this essay called "Reform Qur Study", that extensive study of current
conditions, study of history, and the study of international revolutionary exper-
ience be undertaken, It was here that iao's famous dictum "no investigation, no
right to speak!{® was invoked,

In recent months, the growing antl-lmperlallst and anti-racist motion of the
Black liberation movement has resulted in growing awareness and discussion inside
the academy and inside of organizations of Elack intellectuals and scholars of
the two-headed monster thhich stands in the way of our freedom---RACISH AND LMPERI-
ALISHM, A November 1973 conference on “Crisis, Conflict and Change: The Caribbean
in the 1970%s sponsored by the Afro-American Studies Program at Fisk University
provided a forum for a full and critical zxploration of 1mner1allsm and foreign
domination in tho Caribbean, The African Heritage Studies Association, at its
annual conference in llew York in April, co-sponsored along with the African Libe=-
ration Support uOTthLee) a symposium on "Imperialism and Elack People in the
1970s" was presented at the Atlanta conference of the National Conference of
Hlack Political Scientists in lay, Similar discussions on imperialism and Elack
peovle are scheduled for upcoming conferences of the Association of Black Psycho-
logists, the Association for the Study of Afro-imerican Life and History, and the
African Studies Assoclation,

There is, however, an opposite tendency which we must not ignore, And that
is the tendency to iznore these essential issues in the struggle of our people for
justice, peace, and freedom and to continue or to enter into new and unprincipled
"detentes" with mmrj of the same forces which have served as intellectual arms of

the ruling cless of U,S. imperialism in the exploitation and oppression of Bl ck
people, '

In such a criticzl period as the one in which we find ourselves, there is an
urgent need to i;ggg all our intellectual and material resources on the full and
all-51dea investication of the principle enemies of the Elack liberation movement--

imperialisn and rac‘ma. This focus will provide a base for developing force that
is now seriously underdeveloned in the growinz assault of the Elack masses against
U.S. monopoly canitalion and imperialism: an ideologically clear and militant
anti-imperialist, anti-rocist Elack intelligentsia, This sector of the Elack libe-
_ration struggle must begin to uufdgz1e as militantly in the research, production
and disserination of ’107'ed >e as Black workers are strugegling on the job, To
guide this important work, we must duvelov an ant1~1anov1 llou, anti-racist agenda
for Dlack intellectual work and we must propocate the insights and information
which result by develoning course curricula, organizing collective research pro-
jects, and publications,

To facilitate this nrocess of developing greater understanding of imperielism
and racism-~the Drincinle enemles of Dlack liberation--and to 1c‘ocus our resources
toward this end, we put forth the following proposal for an 1nten51ve and _;L¢n51ve
year-long progran of study and struggle around the generzl theme of TMPERTALIS

AMTY DT AT T.IC LPTOT
ARD ELAVA ...:I.._n.l Wil LUl o
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I¥, MAJOR QUEBSTICIS

C]

There is wide=-ranging and serious discussions and debates in many groups in an
irceecasing effort to facus on the conerete conditions of Zlack people and to develop
a cleaf undorsthndlnd of the fundamental structure of society, From this understanding,
it would then be nossible for us to derive a clear conception of the historical
structure of exploitation and oporession facing Elack people in the United States
and in other parts of the world, These discussions have gsnerated some heat, but
a much larger cuantity of 1lizht, From these discussions we have abstracted several
major questions vhich have been raised by participants in these sessions, parti-
cularly at the symposium on "Imperialism and Zlack People” co=sponsored by the
Africen Heritage Studies Association and the African Liberation Support Committee
on April 6, 197, These questions define the principal focus of our year-long
program of study, " ‘ ;

(L) Vhat is imperialism? How did it develop? ‘hat is (U,S,) monopoly capi-

talism and its relationship to imperialism:

(2) What has been and is the impact of imperialism and monopoly capitalism
on Elack peonle in the United States in all aspects of our lives-=employ=
ment, educwtion, housing,culture, politics, ete,? How have Elack people
in ﬁlrlca, the Caribbean, and elsewhere been affected:

(3) Vhat is the relationship betwsen racial oppression and class (economic)
exploitation?

(&%) What should a socialist United States look 1like? 'What must be the class
character of the revolutionary strugsgle for socialism in the U,S. given
the necessily for Elack people to wage a national liberation strugzle?

(5) What general lessons can be learned and used by Elack people from the
world revolutionary and socialist experience?

III, PROPOSED "ICDEL" COURSE

The following is a model for developing a course or study group on Luperialism
and Slack Liberation, The course srows out of the major oumstlons outlined above,
The readings are ﬂenLrally available materials and considered useful as basic texts,
The final course outline which you develoo should reflect your concrete conditions:
availability of materials, additional readings which may deal with particular as-
pects, resources like films, speakers, forums, etc, in your local area, etc,

ILLL TALISM AND BLACK LIBERATION
Year of Study for the Year of Pulling the Covers Off ImperlAllsm
1974=1975

(1) VUhat is imperialism and mononoly capitalism?-

A, Lenin, Impepialism: The Hichest Stage &f Capitalism
. Daran end Swee oZYy sonoooly Canital
(2) Vhat was the role of Elack Deoole in the rise of imperialism?
. williams, Capitalism and Sla
Rodney, How Zurone Und ew}evo‘
. DuBois, lack Reconstruction in hﬁ??iéa 1850-1880
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(3) What is the class struggle? Vhat is the relationship of racism and Elack
people to class struggle?
A, lkrumah, Clasg Strucsle in Africa
B, Baron, Denand for Blaclk Labor
C. Frazier,_clack tourceoisie

(4) Do Black neovle constitute a nation or a national minority?
A, Selectiong From V,I, Lenin and J, V., Stalin On Hational Colonial Ques-
B

tion
o Harry Hsywood, Necro Liberation
(5) vhat is the character of imperialism today?
A, lMagdoff, The Aze of Tmoerialism
B, INkrumah, :eo=Colonialism: The Last Stace of Tmperialism
C, Jalee, Imperialigsa in the 1970s
(6) Uhat is socialism and what contradictions are resolved and what new contra-
dictions arise in the transition from capitalism to socialism?
A, Huberman and Sweezy, Introduction to Socialism
B, Sweezy and Dettleheim, On the Iransition to Socialism
(7) vhat is revolution and what is to be learned from the revolutionary ex-
perience of the Third Vorld?
A, Lenin, The State and Revolution
B, Case studies of Revolutionary struggles in Africa, Asis, and Latin
Americas
Peoples Renublic of China
Democratic People's Republic of Korea (North Korea)
Cube
K gerie
Somelia
Congo=Crazzaville
Tanzania
Guinea
Guinea-Cissau
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CALL FOR EVERYZODY TO GIET THVCLVED!
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aw

Imperialisn and mononoly cepitalism have left absolutely nothing in the lives
of Elack people undisturbed, A4nd even more so today, we find ourselves facing new
and worsening problans which threaten our existence and the existence of the entire
world, Regardless of where one's interests lie--regardless of what problem you
find most compelling: the attenpts to destroy Elack colleges and Blask studies
programs and to make “nushers” out of Black students on all levels, mass media dis=-
tortion of the true historical and contemporary nature of the Elack experience,
increasing unerployment, political pow efleSQness, social problems like drug addic-
tion, cultural genocige, police repression and political prisoners, the cutbacks
in social prograns or others from the long list of problems which terribly hamper
the full aevolo,nOQu of the rich creative potential of Elack people—-fi:T PROCLEY
AND ALL OTHERS T SLACK PECPLE FACE CAN BE TRACED DIRECTLY TO U, S. MONOPCLY
CAPITALISM AXD ", ERTALISM,

The noted Llack socciologist Cliver C, Cox made an observation over 10 years
ago that is now an even more compelling challenge to Black intellectuals to come
to grips with the fupdanental cause of the problems facing Black people;

e o snothing could 1}
capitalism (and inferlallsm). nll maJor q001a1 cngnce, 1nvolves, esqﬂntlally,
processes of the cepitalist system--a system so pervasive that by opening of
the twentieth century, the 1ife of practically every individual on emrtn has

been brought within its purview,
(From his Capitalism as a System)

Thus, all Tlack intellectuals have an important role to play in studying and
coming to grips with racism awesome but not invinecible two-headed monster that

is cho<1nr our peonle all over the world, Only on the basis of thorouzh study can
we then effectively tum our skills to the practical problems of defea tlnv racism,
and imperialism,
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We can urge the supnort and adoption of this proposal by all of the profes-
sional caucauses and crcanizations which have emerged in the various disciplines,
by Elack Studies ron%ﬂw”,'by independent Slack educational institutions, by

student groups, and )Oclallf by individuals and grouos of individuals who see
the absolute necessity of gettinz dowm to some serious study to make the contri-
butions of Black intellectuals to the Hlack liberation movement a serilous and
meanineful one

We particularly want to urge the full support and cooperation of the members

of the African Heritace Studies Association, the African Liberation Support Committee,
the National Conference of [lack Political Scientists, thw Association for the

Study of Afro-imericen Life and History, the Caucus-of Elack Economists, the Asso=

iation of Black Psychologists, the Affo-American Scholars Council, the C.L.A.,
similar Hlack organizations, the Elack caucuses which have developed inside the
fmerican uoc1070~10"1 Association, the American Historical Association, other
professional ow'unl atlons, as well as the readers of the African iorld, The Flack
Scholar, Zlack .lorld, lithammad Speaks, and the Review of Elack Political Zconomy,
L1 of these important institutions and publications and the people they involve
by their past practice have demonstrated the kind of committment--when collecti=--

=

vized and focussed=—uill form a sharp and powerful intellectual cutting edge for
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greater service in the Clack liberation struggle, We invite your full participa=-
tion and encourace your input into your organization or publication to build its
program around & productive year of study and struggle on the question of

DMPERTALISH AND SLAGT LISERATION,

DARE TO STRUGGLE!!! DARE TO WINt!?
e

FORWARD WITH THE YEAR TO PULL THE COVERS OFF IMPERTALISMS

ELACGK PECFLE HUST BE FREE!!!



